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Thanks to:  
 

• All the young people who we know, for inspiring us to create and 
sustain VOY! 

• This year's youth workers / cooperative members: Anna Nina Koduah, 
Chizoma Campbell, Dreiw Whyte, Emma Heard, Fionn Greig, Jerome 
Boothe, Julia Betancour Roth, Keishaun Decordova Johnson, Tania de 
St Croix. 

• This year's volunteers / placement students: Beatriz Villate, Carys 
Afoko, Lucy McMahon, Shekeila Scarlett, Zohrina Idris. 

• People who have given us practical help and support, including: Audrey, 
Paul and Lea View TRA; Cleo, Sabbir and Jack Watts TRA; Doug 
Mitchell and Manor TRA; Susanna Darch; Refugee Youth; Sean 
McCann, Sonia Bradley and others at Hackney Homes; Cllr. Ian 
Rathbone; and everyone else, including our family and friends, who 
have helped keep VOY going! 

• Alice Nicholas and Lydia Francis (drama facilitators). 

• In Defence of Youth Work, keeping up the struggle for real youth work. 

• Our funders (see section on funding). 

• Parents, carers and other community members who support our work. 
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Messages from VOY  
 

2012-13 is Voice of Youth's first full year! The year has been full of fun, learning and hard 
work. We have continued our community-based and detached youth work on Lea View 
and Jack Watts estates, started a new project at Manor, and carried out a really great 
project, 'Voices on the Riots'. We have met new young people, and many of those we have 
known for a longer time have become more actively involved, taking responsibility for 
different aspects of the work. 
 
The six founder members, Anna Nina, Keishaun, Jerome, Emma, Julia and Tania, 
continued (Anna Nina and Jerome are currently having a break). Fionn has now joined the 
cooperative as a full member, as well as continuing to do his university placement with us. 
Keishaun has been studying youth work at university, doing his placement with VOY. Anna 
Nina has also started uni, studying social anthropology. Our young members Shekeila and 
Zohrina have started as volunteers, as well as several new people: new cooperative 
members Chizoma and Dreiw, new volunteers Carys and Lucy, and placement student 
Beatriz. We have continued our close relationships with Tenant and Resident Associations 
(Lea View, Jack Watts and Manor) and Hackney Homes, and built new links with Refugee 
Youth and Well London. 
 
The highlight of being involved in VOY is to work with amazing, fantastic young people with 
all their energy and ideas. It's also been brilliant working together as a cooperative, 
working out how to do things, making the decisions that affect our work, learning together 
and supporting each other. People from outside seem interested in how we are working, 
and we are loving it. Looking forward to another year! 
 
 

      
 
 
 
What Voice of Youth means to us:  

• Say what we wanna say, IN OUR OWN WORDS! 
• To be fair and equal. We're all the same, no matter the size, age or colour, we're all 

one. 
• To enjoy myself and have fun. 
• To be myself. 
• FREEDOM! 
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• A place to not be judged. 
• To show we can make a change, to prove Hackney is not what people think it is. 
• We find it fun, it lets us express our CREATIVITY, to let others see who we are. 
• To show everyone that not all young people are thugs, we are young people that 

want to be heard! 
 

(Words from art project, Lea View, see p.1). 
 

           
 
Voice of Youth:  

• Gives the children something to do  
• Stops boredom  
• Not enough activities in Manor House etc  
• Gives parents a break  
• Gives children confidence, skills and independence  
• Fun and makes new friends  
• Make children happy  
• Help our community grow  

(From young people's evaluation, Manor). 
 
 
“Everyone at VOY is inspiring in a different way. It feels like an organisation that changes 
things for the better in small and important steps.” 

A VOY volunteer. 
 

 
“I like here because it’s a good place to meet new people in my area.” 
“I like coming to youth club because it gives me something to do after school than being 
bored at home.” 

Young people from the Manor group 
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Our Year: Current Projects  
 

Lea View 

 

The Lea View group has had a growing number of young people attending this year, up to 
20 young people have attended. There are 3 co-op members who rotate working at the 
project as well as one young volunteer and one placement student who finished working 
with the group in March. Lea View is lucky to have a new volunteer who began with the 
group at the end of March.  
 
Cooking has been a predominant activity requested by the young people in the first half of 
the year, baking puddings or making main meals such as pizzas, stir frys and pasta. The 
Lea View group has started to build a relationship with a youth group called Refugee Youth 
based in Vauxhall. The young people hosted an evening for Refugee Youth where short 
films were presented that were made by Refugee Youth as well as food and games to get 
to know each other better. Voice of Youth returned the visit by heading to Vauxhall one 
evening and presented their film ‘Voices on the Riots’. The young people very much 
enjoyed meeting others their age living in a different part of London and there were good 
conversations about the riots and how young people are seen by the police.  
 
The first term of the school year in 2012 was based on different types of games. This 
varied from giant indoors snakes and ladders to a Halloween-themed treasure hunt. The 
first term of the new year was based on a theme chosen by the young people: romance. 
Drama, art and discussions were based on this theme and the young people enjoyed the 
theme based term and lots of interesting discussions arose about young people and 
relationships.  
 
The Lea View Group is grateful for grants from Hackney Homes and working in partnership 
with Lea View Tenants and Residents Association. 
 

  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Voices on the riots 
“We went on a residential weekend where we decided to produce a play to show our views 
on last summer’s riots. During our discussions one of the main themes was stereotypes 
and the negative way the media and politicians portrayed everyone. We believe the riots 
started for loads of different reasons, not just Mark Duggan’s death and the way that was 
dealt with, but also the chance to be heard, the opportunity for free stuff (sometimes due to 
having a lack of money), a way to get back at the police, peer pressure, and a way of 
making the government realise we are strong.  
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We have different views on whether it was a good or bad thing that the riots happened. We 
want our voices to be heard but the riots did not just affect young people so we also want 
to involve other members of our community in the discussion.  

We prepared a community performance over just six preparation evenings and three 
afternoons. We devised this play ourselves, came up with the ideas, and got it ready to 
perform with the help of our drama facilitators and youth workers.” 

(From the Voices on the Riots programme). 

The rest of the community also benefited from the project as the young people did a 
performance at the end. They had incorporated several interactive parts to the play.  From 
the very beginning the audience walked in to a dark room in the middle of “riots”. Then, 
when seated, each member of the audience got a chalk, which they were encouraged to 
use by one of the narrators halfway through the play in “response” to what had been 
occurring in the play. The floor was then covered in scribbled thoughts and feelings about 
the riots and more concretely on the questions the young people had posed in the play. 
Afterwards there was a Q&A with all the young people talking to the audience about the 
play and the issues raised in it. The feedback from the community was very positive, 
encouraging and supporting the group’s continued existence and activities. 
 

Detached work 
Detached youth work uses the meeting ground of the streets to interact with young people. 
It is on the young peoples’ own terms and territory, giving them the power/right to decide if 
they choose to interact with us, and how. Through detached work we try to build up 
relationships of trust with young people creating a space of mutual respect.  
 
It is about building up relationships and through that giving young people a chance to voice 
their thoughts and feelings on their lives, and a chance to challenge and be challenged in 
a safe environment. It takes time, but it becomes very valuable for young people, workers 
and the rest of the community, as our work is in the heart of the community. 
 
We do detached work once or twice most weeks, based in and around the Jack Watts 
estate in Clapton and covering the area from Springfield Park / Lea View estate, down to 
the Leabridge roundabout. Our detached work is currently run by experienced and trained 
volunteers but we are seeking funding to make this project more sustainable. We receive 
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valuable support from Hackney Homes and Jack Watts Tenants and Residents 
Association. 

 
 
We work with various friendship groups. We regularly meet a younger group on Jack Watts 
(aged around 8-13), and have done various activities on the estate together, such as 
playing roller-skate football and making posters against dog poo. Members of this group 
organised two cake sales to raise money for a fun summer trip to Southend last year. We 
also work with various older groups (aged around 12-19), meeting them informally to 
discuss issues in their lives. One of these groups on Lathams Yard had the idea to make a 
film, and we worked alongside Mouth That Roars and Young Hackney to make this 
happen! 
 
 

Manor 
We ran a successful summer programme at Amwell Court on Green Lanes in 2012. 
Following this, the Manor Tenants and Residents Association (MTRA) were keen for us to 
continue running youth activities in the area. With support from Hackney Homes, we put 
forward a proposal to the MTRA for funding and after receiving confirmation of joint funding 
from the Well-London programme (www.welllondon.org.uk) we opened a youth club in 
January 2013, every Thursday evening, to young people aged 8 – 19 years in the Manor 
House area.  
 
We hosted a launch party at the end of January which about 40 people attended! Parents, 
young people, representatives of Hackney Homes, the MTRA, Well-London, Access to 
Sports, Immediate Theatre and residents attended. We played games, heard from the 
young people about what they wanted from the youth club and got to know each other… 
 

 
 
Since then, we have been open every Thursday evening, running film nights, sports 
activities, drama sessions, games sessions and more. During February half term we took 
18 young people to Laser Tag in the West End and for lunch.  
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Other projects and activities this year 

• We have also undertaken some smaller projects and activities including: 

• Supporting London Wildlife Trust with a bushcraft course for young people from our 

groups. 

• Supporting Hackney Homes and Joseph Court TRA with a photography project. 

• Taking part in a Cooperatives Salon to celebrate the Year of the Cooperative. 

• Speaking about VOY at events and in educational institutions. 
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Our year: facts and figures.  

• Over 80 young people involved in our projects 

• 9 youth worker cooperative members 

• 3 students on placement 

• 5 volunteers 

• 5 local young people involved as workers or volunteers 

• 1 residential weekend  

• Over 2000 hours voluntary work 

• 1 performance of Voices on the Riots 

• 2 fundraising events by young people 

• 2 community events 

• 2,458 views of our website 

• 4 talks or lectures about VOY 
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Grants and Fundraising  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hackney Homes has 
kindly give £1300 
towards refreshments 
and projects.  

Lea View Tenants and Residents 
Association kindly allow us to use 

their hall for free! 

 

As well giving £4313.39 of funding 
by Awards for all for holiday 

activities. 

£5108.00 was given by Manor 
Tenants and Residents 

Association to fund holiday 
activities and a weekly project 
for young people in the area.  

And let us use their hall for free, 
too! 

The British Youth 
Council kindly donated 
£100 to VOY project 

costs.  

Young people themselves 
raised £65.15 in a cake sale 

and £30 was received by 
donations.   
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£255 was kindly 
given by the London 

Wildlife Trust in 
supporting their 
summer project.  

Jack Watts Tenants and 
Residents Association gave 
£300 to fund trips for Young 
People during the summer 

holidays.  

122.75 was kindly given by 
Immediate Theatre for working 

in partnership in a drama project 
as well as training given by a 
VOY member to their staff.  

The Big Dance Project 
awarded £1000 towards 

a dance project. 

Jack Petchey awarded 
VOY £600 as part of the 

Jack Petchey Award 
Scheme. 
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Annual accounts 2012-13. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VOICE OF YOUTH 

  THE CLOCK HOUSE 

  

   BALANCE SHEET FOR YEAR ENDING 31ST MARCH 2013 

  

   INCOME 

  BALANCE BROUGHT FORWARD FROM 3IST MARCH 2012 

 

7,514.77 

DONATIONS 

 

182.75 

LEA VIEW TENANTS AND RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION 

 

4,333.39 

MANOR TENANTS AND RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION 

 

4,908.00 

HACKNEY HOMES 

 

1,300.00 

FUNDRAISING 

 

65.15 

LONDON WILDLIFE TRUST 

 

255.00 

JACK WATTS TENANTS AND RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION 

 

300.00 

JACK PETCHEY FOUNDATION 

 

600.00 

THE BIG DANCE 

 

1,000.00 

The BRITISH YOUTH COUNCIL 

 

100.00 

BANK CREDIT INTEREST 

 

5.68 

   

 

TOTAL 20,564.74 

   EXPENDITURE 

  INSURANCE 

 

319.00 

SPECIAL PROJECTS 

 

8,127.81 

STAFFING 

 

7,458.77 

OVERHEADS 

 

93.40 

 

TOTAL 15,998.98 

   

   BALANCE CARRIED FORWARD TO 1ST APRIL 2013 

 

4,565.76 

OF WHICH IS RESERVES 

 

2,738.55 

BANK CURRENT ACCOUNT 

 

4,473.60 

PETTY CASH BOX 

 

92.16 

 
 
 
 
 

Voice of Youth is a not-for-profit workers cooperative. 
We are registered with the IPS (Company no. 31303) and with UK Cooperatives (number VOI220182). 
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Last year's goals:  
 

•  For the Summer Holiday activities to go ahead 
We ran successful summer activities at our projects in Lea View, Manor and 
Upper Clapton detached, as well as supporting a Bushcraft course. 
 

• To offer development training to staff 
We had in-house staff training on youth work, safeguarding, detached youth 
work, gender awareness, and values. Workers have also taken part in 
external training on safeguarding, and conflict theory. 
 

• To complete the Voice on The Riots Project 
A great project, well done to all involved! 
 

• To find more cooperative members and volunteers 
We have welcomed three new cooperative members and five volunteers this 
year! 
 

• To find funding for the next financial year to be able to offer cooperative 
members more paid work and to ensure funding for activities for young 
people. 

We found some funding for refreshments and activities and a little for staffing, 
but the bulk of our work is currently done on a voluntary basis. Finding 
funding is not easy, because of cuts, because some funding does not fit with 
our ethos, and perhaps because we are new to fundraising. 
 
 

Goals for the upcoming year:  
 

• Make a more young person friendly annual report next year :-) 
• Find funding to pay our skilled, experienced youth workers a fair wage 

for the work that they do. 
• Find adequate activity and snacks funding for our three core groups. 
• Have a residential for the Lea View and Manor groups. 
• Run a project based on human rights.  


